2000 – 2005

the years that were………………..

THE NEW MILLENNIUM

FEBRUARY 2000

· Games held at the old Forestville Stadium after the Col Light Gardens Sturt Stadium was destroyed in the fire of December 1998

· New stadium to be built with completion in October 2000. 

· Fundraiser to be held to help refurnish the clubrooms and office to be built

· Garage Sale and BBQ at the Unley Sports for All Centre 

· Coaching Director, Scott Butler retires with Paul Mesecke taking on the role

· New Web site to be set up

APRIL 2000

· One third of the club did not pay their fees on time

· Fundraising BBQs run at the Country Carnivals

· New Tables and Chairs purchased for club meetings

· Under 14 Girls road trip to Whyalla – Winners of Grand Final

· New initiative for South Australia to our club - start Strength and Conditioning with U16/18 players. Coordinator Josh Cummings

· Norwood carnival

MAY 2000

· Construction begun on new stadium at Pasadena

· Jan Stirling to run a one hour “Dos of good parenting” session at Unley Sports for All 

· Sign to be erected at Unley showing this is the facility for Sturt’s Domestic Competition

· ABA competition to begin with Div l coaches – Men Scott Butler and Women Richard Hill

· Free Family Night for the ABA Game against Riverland

· State Champs -Champion Junior Club of 2000 plus Junior Boys Champions.

JUNE 2000

· Australian Boomers v Russia

· New Uniform introduced  - Hooded Windcheaters, Navy for Boys and Light Blue for Girls - Cost $45

· Garage Sale 

· Mitsubishi Raffle 

· Monthly Team Manager meetings introduced - Beth Humphrys, Team Managers Co-ordinator appointed

· Club Song introduced by Liam Flynn to players in ABA

· Under 16 Girls win Silver at the Classics

· JULY 2000

· New stadium delayed to completion in December 2000. Unley council agree to allow Forestville stadium to remain open for the mean time. 

· Inaugural Score Bench Instruction Day held, run by Andy Campbell

· Merchandising Co-ordinator position created. Beth Humphrys appointed

· Senior Presentation Night held at Belair Hotel

· Strapping Session held by David McPhail for team managers and parents

AUGUST 2000

· AGM Meeting held Pasadena

SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2000

· AGM Rod Bauer elected President once again

· New warm up top and reversible training singlets introduced into the club

· Junior Presentation Night held at the Forestville stadium with carpet placed on the floor (Carpet came from a garage sale at the Edwardstown Primary School). Paul Rees (36ers) presents trophies

· Senior Presentation at Belair Hotel

· Vilis named as major sponsor for next three years

· OzBall program introduced with Liam Flynn as co-ordinator. 50 children enrolled but more than 500 children enrolled at various schools in the Sturt area. Players are then encouraged onto the domestic competition at the Unley Sports for all.

· State Juniors representatives Angela Marino, Kate Jolly, Tenille Pitt, Jessica Trebilcock, Sara Chapple, Jason Clark, Hannah Bowley, Laura Summerton, David Shepherd, Jacob Holmes, Katrina Lindner, Colleen Byrt, Caroline Nixon, Monique Bowley, Oscar Forman and Leith Marston with Hannah, Caroline, Monique and Laura selected in the Australian Junior Women’s Squad.  Laura received scholarship to AIS and selected to play in Europe with the Oceania Qualifers.  Leith, Oscar and Jacob achieved All Australian selection with Oscar and Jacob going to Europe for the prestige Albert Schweitzer tournament.

DECEMBER 2000

· Car stickers introduced with Sturt Sabres

· Welcome to new sponsor Pan Print

· New stadium underway, completion in May 2001

· Under 14 Boys ½ attend a training session at Woodhouse

· Garage Sale held

· Club Xmas Party held at Scotch College

MARCH 2001

· Daws Road High School renamed Pasadena High School

· Stadium floorboards up and running…

· Scott Ninnis new coach for ABA Men

· Beach Day at Moana Beach

· Merchandise, white SS T/Shirt introduced Logo - “to the other 419 Clubs in Australia, its just basketball…But this is Sturt”.  Navy LS Polo shirt introduced as an optional supporters top. 

APRIL 2001

· Stadium up, clubrooms needs work – Busy Bee called.

· ABA Men Road trip to Mt Gambier

· Grey/Navy Leather sleeve Jacket introduced to the Merchandise range.

· Norwood carnival

MAY 2001

· 27th May Grand Opening of the new stadium. MP Iain Evans opens new stadium officially

· Harry Einarson scores the first basket in the new stadium

· Jason Williams throws first three pointed in first home ABA game

· Girls State Junior Championship win

JUNE 2001

· Donate a Bottle campaign was instigated to supply the new bar with alcohol

· Secret “Sabre” continues his/her reports in the Bluenews on the ABA players. Who was it?

· Installation of new carpet in clubrooms by Colin Dabinet, longterm supporter of the club.  Walls painted, sink put in by Tom James Martin (ABA Player)

· Nutritionist invited to the club to talk to players, parents and team managers
June Classics

JULY 2001

· ABA player Katrina Lindner accepts offer to play for University of Arizona with a scholarship

OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 2001

· ABL MEN win Bank SA Central Conference title Grand Final

· Collapse of Ansett stops boys attending the Bendigo ABA National titles

· Chris Lucas appointed Sturt Women’s Coach

· President Road Bauer retires after 5 years in the job (instrumental in the negotiations of the Pasadena stadium during past several years)

· Oz Ball renamed Aussie Hoops with 300 children involved in our area.  Mini Ball starts up.

· U14 Boys visit Broken Hill to play the local team

· 10 Year Service Badges to be introduced to players serving 10 continuous years with the Club

· Trials for 36ers and Lightning Zone players introduced for players 11 to 18 years 

· Under 12 Girls play in Millicent Carnival

· Club Bar licence finally approved for use during weeknights and weekends

DECEMBER 2001

· Club Xmas Party at Belair National Park

FEBRUARY 2002

· Under 14 Girls Road trip to Port Pirie

· Score Bench Instruction Day for team managers and parents by Nick Gillings

· Pigeon Holes installed in the foyer

MARCH 2002

· Big “Beach Day Out” at Moana Beach

· Basketball Australia and BASA in conjunction with Sturt Club hold a Sports Awareness week At Marion Westfield Shopping Centre

APRIL 2002

· Unveiling of the Championship Flags of 1985 and 1986 including the 2001 Men’s ABA Flag.

· Michelle Gillings donates her past uniforms and memorabilia for display in the Clubrooms

· Laura Summerton, ABA play signed up for Adelaide Lightning team

· Norwood Carnival

MAY 2002

· Overall Club Championships and Girls Club Championships win at May Champs

· University of Arizona Game against Sturt Sabres at Pasadena. More than 1000 spectators attended

· Tim and Heather Hisgrove’s daughter born 

 JUNE 2002

· ABA Play Caroline Nixon invited to play with the Michigan State University

· Mark Leaver, Life Member and committee member farwelled from club, leaving for China with his wife for 2 years teaching at the local schools

· June Classics

AUGUST 2002

· Honor Board installed on the clubroom wall

· Noarlunga Carnival – Under 10 Sturt team involved

· AGM Meeting held

· Halls Woollacott Medal Night

· External trials

OCTOBER 2002

· ABA MEN AND WOMEN WIN RESPECTIVE GRANDFINALS Coach  Men’s Scott Ninnis and Women’s Chris Lucas

· ABA attend National ABA titles in Bendigo one week later

· ABA player Jess Mahony wins Halls Medal and Merv Harris Medal (U21)

· Scott Ninnis named Coach of the Year

· Junior Presentation Night held at Pasadena stadium with a cabaret style evening and a silent auction.  MC Graham Kaesler Coaches v Players game.  Senior Presentation at Belair Hotel

· Age Group Co-ordinators announced as a new step to improve communication

· Under 12 Girls road trip to Millicent

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2002

· Club Xmas Party at Belair National Park

FEBRUARY 2003

· Car parking attendants supplied by the parents to monitor the traffic at a 36’ers game

· New Senior Men’s Coach appointed  Graham Kubank

· Club Raffle raises $3,000 for new seating on Courts 2/3

· Champs joins the Club as a major sponsor Passing of a valued past life member, Don Spurling

· Coriole Wine Tasting held in Clubrooms

· Scorebench Instruction Day held for interested parents by Nick Gillings

· Beach Day at Aldinga Beach for all Junior players

· 43 Sturt Junior teams nominated in the Winter season competition.

MARCH 2003

· ABA Men’s player, Jason Williams notches his 200 Senior games

APRIL 2003

· ABA coach Chris Lucas appointed as 2nd Assistant Coach to Australian U20 Men’s team

· Norwood Carnival

MAY 2003

Unveiling of the 1974 and 1981 Senior Women’s teams’ flags (not considered worthy enough back in those years to be displayed). Past players attended the unveiling.  

Club Photo Day

Club wins Overall Championship Trophy, Male and Female Championships and Reserves Male trophy missing out only on the Female Reserves trophy

Honor Board installed in Clubrooms

JUNE 2003

· Under 12 Boys come third at the Classics (later to win the Under 14 National Champs in Adelaide)

JULY 2003

· U14 teams enters the Barossa Carnival

· U14 Boys hold Garage Sale in Clubrooms

· U10/12 Teams enter the Noarlunga Carnival

· Rick Castle Sports Psychologist holds sessions for players and parents

AUGUST 2003

· External trials held

· Birth of Chiara to Scott and Maree Ninnis

· Nutritionist holds a meeting with interested parents in the club

· Halls Woollacott Medal night

· Sheldon High School, Eugene, Oregon, USA play Sturt Women at Seymour College

· Leonie Ware, our dedication doorkeeper, turns 75.

· AGM held at clubrooms

SEPTEMBER 2003

Caroline Nixon (ABA Women’s player) off to Spain to play

Junior and Senior Presentation Nights

NOVEMBER 2003

· Club President Dusan Vavic retires. Mark Calligeros takes on new role

· Paul Mesecke announces his appointment to AIS in Canberra with player Brad Hill selected to attend the AIS.

· New FIBA rules to be introduced

· Fees Day

· Past Merchandise Glass cabinets arrive

DECEMBER 2003

· Club Xmas party at Belair

· New sponsor Internode joins up

JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2004

· Scott Ninnis announced as Coach of ABL Men’s Team and Alan Lee as the ABL Women’s Team with Marcus Wong as Assistant

· Rick Castle back from the Hunter Pirates, NSW to commence as ABL Men’s Assistant Coach/Div 2 Coach

· Sturt U15/17 Players attend Pacific Coast Carnival in Port Macquarie, NSW

· Sturt players played in Country Carnival in January

· Sturt Players attend All Australian Camp in Canberra

· Sturt Sabres Basketball Clinic held in January Holidays

· Teams travelled to Eltham, Victoria to play in Southern Hemisphere’s largest Junior Basketball carnival

MARCH 2004

· 6 Teams win Grand Finals of the Subway Summer Season with 6 teams Runner-up

· Liam Flynn and Marcus Wong take over Junior Coaching Positions and Michael Humphrys as Junior Development Officer.  ABL Season kicks off

· U20 State Women team wins Grand Finals with 4 players from Sturt and U20 Men’s came runnerup with one sturt player

· Senior Co-ordinator, Tim Hisgrove becomes a Dad again

· SASI scholarships announced for ll Sturt players

· CORIOLE WINES  (sponsor) Bus day out at McLaren Vale

APRIL/MAY 2004

· Easter Norwood Carnival 3 teams win Grand Finals and 3 runner-ups

· Scott Butler steps down from Basketball Manager but continues to Coach.  Rick Castle appointed as his replacement

· Laura Summerton (Sturt) wins MVP for Adelaide Lightning Team

· Jordon Dodman (Sturt) selected in the AIS Under19 Team to travel to Germany

· New appointment of David Bartlett as Treasurer

· State Champs – 9 Teams win Grand Finals with 2 runner-ups 

· Talent Identification Camps held in April school holidays

· Sturt U10 Carnival held at the Distinctive Dome.  Teams from Whyalla also invited to attend with city local clubs

JUNE 2004

· 6 players picked in State U16 Girls and Boys Teams

· Sturt players selected in U18 Girls and Boys State teams

· Club Team Photos taken

· Sports Pyschology Sessions held for all age group from U12-16 by Rick Castle during June, July and August

· June Longweekend carnivals.  Sturt players attend Classics at Dandenong and Frankston and Carnivals at Nunawading and Mildura

JULY 2004

· 3 Sturt players selected in SAPSASA Boys and Girls U14 teams

· Quiz Night held by ABL Men and Women – more than $3000 raised

· U10 Boys attend the Noarlunga Carnival in July Holidays

AUGUST 2004

· Annual General Meting

· Halls/Woollacott Medal Night attended by ABL Men and Women.  Oscar Forman wins Statistical Award for Top Defensive Rebounding Award

· Brett Maher and Laura Summerton selected in the Australian Olympic Team and Angela Marino in the New Zealand Olympic team

· Festival of Basketball ABL games at Pasadena with 36’ers and Lightning players and local clubs

SEPTEMBER 2004

· Senior and Junior Presentation Nights

· U14 Boys attend Australian Boys U14 Championships winning BRONZE Medal in Newcastle

· Winter Season results in 18 Teams in Grand Final with ll victorious

· Brigid Bowley wins U20 Girls Association Medal, second year in a row.

OCTOBER 2004

· 52 Teams nominated for Summer Junior Season and 9 Senior teams

· U12 Girls attend Millicent Carnival

NOVEMBER 2004

· SAP Program (Sabres Acceleration Program) begins for U16/18 Boys

· City South Domestic competition commences at Pasadena

· Sports Academy commences with Scott Ninnis and Rick Castle coaching.  Adam Benson selected in the Academy for Sturt

· U16 Girls Team attend Port Pirie Carnival

· Casey Beaumont and Jordon Dodman selected to tour America with SASI group

· Malaysian National team plays Sturt ABL Mens at Pasadena

DECEMBER 2004

· Club Christmas Party

JANUARY 2005

· SA Country Carnival in Albury

· Teams attend the Eltham Carnival in Melbourne

· Players selected from Sturt to play in Port Macquarie – Winners Grand Final

· Sturt Coaching Clinic at Pasadena
Paul Mesecke returns to take on role of Junior Program Manager

FEBRUARY 2005

· Scorebench Instruction Day

· Div 5 Men win Grand Final (first for many years)

· Brad Hill (Sturt Junior) joins the Adelaide 36ers

· ABA Women’s and Men’s team play in Eastern Mavericks carnival and Centrals Women’s Carnival (eventual winners)

MARCH 2005

· Mal Penno, past Life Member, Coach and player returns as Div 3 Men’s Coach

· SA Country Carnival at Pasadena and Wayville

· Defensive Players Skills Clinic held at Brighton for interested juniors over 8 week program

APRIL 2005

· Norwood Carnival

· ABA Season commences and the arrival of the Sturt Women’s Mascot (Model)

MAY 2005

· Sturt Legends Night held at the Stamford Grand Hotel Ballrooms – past players invited to attend

· Rick Castle Sports Psychologist holds a session for players and parents in the clubrooms.

· Club Photo Day

· May State Championships Club wins Overall State Champion Club, State Junior Girls Championship, Reserve Boys State Championships, Reserve State Girls Championship and State Junior Champion Club

JUNE 2005

· June Classics, Under 12 Girls Div 1 Win Gold and Under 18 Girls Div 1 win Silver

· Northern Territory U14 Boys visit Adelaide and play our U14 boys teams

· New seating arrives in stadium courtesy proceeds of a past raffle held by Club

· ABA Women’s player Laura Summerton invited to play with the Connecticut Suns in WNBA in America (eventual winners)

JULY 2005

· Family Fun Day held at Pasadena during school holidays

AUGUST 2005

· Woollacott Medal winner, ABA player Oscar Forman celebrates his win

· AGM Meeting held Pasadena 

· External trials held

SEPTEMBER 2005

· Junior Presentation held at Stadium

· Frank Simmons Memorial Bar officially opened

· ABA player Tom James Martin retires after beginning playing as a junior for club in 1987

· Club Raffle raises $3000 for glass cabinets in Clubrooms

OCTOBER 2005

· 10th Australian Masters held at Pasadena 

· Under 14 Boys Div 1 win the Australian Under 14 Boys Club Championships at Gawler with the Under 14 Girls receiving Silver medal in Darwin, NT

· 53 Teams nominated in Summer Season

· U14 Girls attend Millicent Carnival

NOVEMBER 2005

· Senior Presentations at Coriole Wines at McLaren Vale

· Oscar Forman selected in the Boomers Squad

· Laura Summerton selected in the Opals Squad

· Emma Langford and Jordon Dodman selected in the All Australian Camp Squad.  Jordan begins training with 36ers squad.

DECEMBER 2005

· Under 14 (Grand Final Winners) hold a sponsors and family tea night at the clubroom

· Farewell to Rick Castle, ABA Men’s Coach to New Zealand to coach a National team

and as we continue on into the New Year of 2006, we wish all the best of luck to players and the Sturt Basketball Team

 (This information has been taken from past Bluenews and is only a selection of the great news and day to day happenings in the Club over the past 5 years).

